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For Shatov, as for Dostoevsky, socialism must be atheistic,
because it wishes to build its world according to the laws of
science. But peoples are created and live according to other,
more mysterious laws. The history of a people is the history
of its search for God, or, more accurately, for its own god.
"The object of every popular movement," says Shatov, "is
only to find God. . . . Each people has always had its own
god. It is a symptom of decay when a nation begins to have
gods in common with other nations. ... If a great people
does not believe that truth is to be found in itself alone, if it
does not believe that it is the only nation capable of revivify-
ing and saving the world by truth, it ceases to be a great
people, and becomes merely ethnographic matter."
According to Shatov, although each people has its own
god, there is only one true God. Therefore, all the peoples
except one are mistaken. And Shatov thinks that the only
really God-bearing people is the Russian people, because it
is the only Christian people that has not been contaminated
by civilization, the only pure people, the only child-people
of the earth.
Thus Shatov-Dostoevsky endows the Russians with a truly
Messianic character. Just as the Jewish people considers it-
self the chosen people, so, according to Dostoevsky, the Rus-
sians have been chosen to save the world. Whereas, accord-
ing to the Christian teaching, the advent of Christ did away
with all national Messianic ideas and raised all mankind to
the status of a chosen people, Dostoevsky stubbornly insisted
on keeping exclusively for the Russians the privilege of be-
ing loved by God.
Some have interpreted this idea as a "re-Judaization of
Christianity." This criticism is not entirely justified. Dosto-
evsky did not deny that all nations had been initiated into